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The Osaka prefectural government has decided to place a guard at all
public elementary schools in the prefecture, except Osaka City, to
protect children from intruders.

The prefectural government says it will begin this step in April in
cooperation with each city, town and village in the prefecture.
According to the plan, a guard will stand at the school gate at each of
the 733 schools on weekdays from morning until the time all students
leave school.

The decision follows the recent shocking incident at an elementary
school in Neyagawa City in Osaka Prefecture. A 17-year-old man
stabbed a teacher to death and wounded two others after intruding
into the school.

An Osaka government official stresses the need to ask for
professional help, saying the incident occurred even after the school
adopted the crisis management system the education ministry had
established.

Osaka Governor Fusae Ohta says her government will pay about
700-million yen a year, or half the cost of the measure.
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