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Central Japan International Airport on a man-made island off the
coast of Aichi Prefecture opened on Thursday.

An international chartered flight from Saipan arrived at Chubu
airport soon after it was declared open at six in the morning.
About 300 people on an observation deck of the terminal building
welcomed the first plane with cheers.

The airport terminal was crowded with thousands of visitors,
including business travelers and tourists as well as customers who
came to see restaurants, shops and the bath that offers a panoramic
view of the 3,500-meter runway and Ise Bay.

Chubu airport officials say the airport handles some 300
international and 700 domestic flights a week. They say the latter
figure 1s much larger than those of its rivals Narita and Kansai
airports, providing closer connections between international and
domestic flights.

An auto-parts maker in the region said he is happy to use the new
airport for business trips and delivery, because it is more convenient
and economical.
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