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Japan and the United States have agreed on common strategic objectives
calling for a peaceful solution to North Korea’s nuclear arms development
program and tensions on the Taiwan Strait.

. The agreement came on Saturday during a meeting in Washington of the

two nations’ ministers in charge of foreign affairs and defense. They were
Japanese Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura, Defense Agency
Director-General Yoshinori Ono and their US counterparts, Condoleezza
Rice and Donald Rumsfeld.

. During the so-called two-plus-two talks, the two governments reaffirmed

that they will urge North Korea to return to the table of six-party talks
without conditions and dismantle all its nuclear programs. They called for
peaceful reunification of the Korean Peninsula.

. As for China, Tokyo and Washington called on Beijing to improve
transparency of military affairs and ease mounting tensions on the Taiwan
Strait through dialogue. Earlier, China warned that it will crush Taiwan
at any cost if the island declares independence.

. To cope with such issues in the Asia Pacific region, Japan and the United

States will further review roles and capabilities of the Self-Defense Forces
and US forces in Japan. The US will also transform its forces.

L BARET AU BiE, ALEfEO L ERBAFE I RE & BB 0 BR R A SE R R R
T 52 & &R HIEE B ISR LT,
THEA(2A19ICTV Y > b THRANEZHEOHNAZ - BiffiH 4 EEIC L D
DB CHBENR SN, BAROIHIME, KEETEE. 7AU DT A4 A
EBEEE. 7527 /L REEENHE L,
L 2T TR EMEINDEELAVOHR T, WEBUFIZILFREIZ ST 6 E
HBOT—TNVICRD L IRD, TRTORBRIHEZHEET L L 12kd sz
E HTMERE LTz, IR O IR B O SERA BT — Z FEOD T T,
HENCE LT, MEIXTENERESE COBHEL D, SEELm L THBE
Bedm £ 2BEEZF ST DX HRD, LICHEIX, b LEBNIMNIZES L
-6, EARZLEEZLTHLRBEZET LEE LTV,
T OT KRR D = 0 X5 e RIS KHILT 70, BARET AU ik, B
BREERT AV WEDOEEERENZTICRET, £72. TAVUBDIIERT AV
1 AR D,
O () FrihRYES



