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The Kyoto protocol, the first international treaty to combat global
warming by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, came into effect on
Wednesday, seven years after its adoption in 1997.

The pact, ratified so far by 141 nations and regions, requires developed
countries to cut emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases
by an average of 5.2 percent from 1990 levels by 2008 to 2012.

With the US, the largest emitter, dropping out of the treaty and
signatories limited to industrialized nations, the coming-into-effect of the
treaty had been viewed skeptical until Russia finally joined last
November.

In a video speech at a celebration event held in Kyoto, UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan said that the inauguration is a significant first step
forward for human beings and urged the international community to act
quickly in taking the next step.

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi also spoke to the world,
pledging that Japan will work harder to achieve its goal of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and will take a lead in global efforts to prevent
climate change.
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